For Immediate Release,
August 31, 2023

Three Oil Barons Backed 19 Paxton-Impeachment Officials with $12 Million, Study Finds

Contacts: Adrian Shelley, Texas Office Director of Public Citizen: 713.702.8063
Andrew Wheat, Texans for Public Justice Research Director: 512-922-1431

Three ultra-conservative, oil-tycoon billionaires moved $12 million in campaign funding to 17 officials
directly involved Attorney General Ken Paxton’s impeachment trial, a new study finds. Recipients include
defendant Paxton, Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, who acts as the trial’s judge, and a majority of the
31-member Senate jury, according to the report by Texans for Public Justice and the Texas Office of
Public Citizen.

The three Christian conservatives with thumbs on the impeachment scales are CrownQuest Operating’s
Tim Dunn of Midland and brothers Ferris and Dan Wilks of Cisco, who sold Frac Tech Holdings for $3.5
billion in 2011. Since 2006 these three tycoons contributed $7.9 million to 19 impeachment officials
directly or through their two majority-owned political committees: Empower Texans PAC and successor
Defend Texas Liberty PAC. Those Dunn-Wilks PACs also backed more than $4 million in campaign loans to
Paxton and Patrick.

Defend Texas Liberty PAC recently reminded officials weighing Paxton’s impeachment that it will spend
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million in loans. Patrick comes next, with $2.8 million in donations and a $2.3 million in loans from the
oil tycoons and their PACs. Leading the senate juror pool, Sen. Bob Hall took $1.1 million in Dunn-Wilks
contributions.

Dunn-Wilks also gave $105,000 to Sen. Angela Paxton, the defendant’s spouse. Senate rules let Sen.
Paxton attend impeachment proceedings while excluding her from the final vote. This amounts to a “No”
vote, however, since excluding her altogether would have lowered the super majority needed to convict
from 21 to 20 senators.

“Rarely in American history have so few tycoons spent so much to keep afloat so tainted a politician,”
said Texans for Public Justice Research Director Andrew Wheat.



